
Dear FCCRecommend retaining a Morse Code Requirement for obtaining an Amateur
Radio Operator License.
Rationale:  1.  It provides a challenge, a goal to achieve, and once reached
provides for a source of pride in accomplishment.  Once the code test has
been
passed the candidate has truly LEARNED something, not simply memorized some
answers.  There is now something that will remain with the candidate for a
long time.
A sense of belonging to a group that is "set apart" from the masses and
belonging
to a group that can provide a service to society, and they have achieved
something that is unique.
2.  The Multiple Choice Questions allow a candidate to study the question
pools and pass the written examinations without LEARNING very much.  After
cramming for and passing the test, the questions and answers fade fast.
Unlike the older ways of essay type answers, and no question pool.  When one
 had to LEARN radio theory and regulations in order to answer several
questions that the candidate had not heard before.
If the Morse Code requirement is eliminated, I strongly recommend that we
adopt a requirement for some time to be spent at each License class prior to
progressing to the next level.
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